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and that the tenant's labour-services and dues should be written off against the charges which the lord was'compelled to sustain in respect of restoration and repairs. Such a scheme, framed for the benefit of 350,000 -peasant families, was far too radical for the Prussian nobility, and the strongest class in a feudal State succeeded in abridging its munificence in three important particulars. The landowners of Prussia claimed and secured a third of the peasants' holding as part payment for the loss of corvees and services, acquired the right to buy up peasant holdings, and succeeded in limiting the operation of the reform to the wealthier peasant proprietors. Even in this^ mutilated form the measure of September 1811, if executed with force and fidelity* would have liberated about a million acres and seventy thousand proprietors; but the stubborn soil of Prussia opposed innumerable obstacles to the ploughshare of reform; the harvest ripened slowly; and by the end of 1830 the edict of September had only created 18,936 peasant proprietors*
The same liberal impulse which aimed at the conversion of serfs into freemen was employed in the manufacture of citizens out of Jews, Here, too, the example of the Westphalian kingdom, where legislation was exceptionally generous to the Hebrew community, weighed with the Prussian Chancellor. The decree of March 3, i8ia, is the charter pf Jewish emancipation in Prussia, providing as it does that Jews settled in the old provinces should be admitted to civic rights if they would take family names, sign in the German or Latin script, and use German or some other living language of the West in their commercial transactions. By this one act Hardenberg accomplished more for the cause of religious toleration than Frederick the Great for all his boasted enlightenment had been able to achieve; but the pictures of Napoleon which used to hang in the drawing-rooms of Jewish houses in Berlin testify to the general belief that the original power working for Jewish liberty in Europe was not so much the Prussian Chancellor as the Emperor of the French,                         ^
It. is curious to observe how under the shock of the Napoleonic wars a double tendency was set up In Prussia, partly in the direction of evoking spontaneous national effort
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